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Brian Dorwin: [00:00:00] Welcome to the DC Rental Act in three minutes, brought to you by Offit Kurman. My name is Brian Dorwin
Gwen Roy Harrison: i'm Gwen Roy Harrison. 
Rob Donahue: I'm Rob Donahue.
Brian Dorwin: Over the course of the next several weeks, we're gonna break down the DC Rental Act, which recently passed on December 31st, 2025. The Rental Act offers sweeping reforms to landlord tenant relations, touching on everything from court procedures with tenant opportunity to purchase act.
Brian Dorwin: This was a long time coming in Washington DC. This law serves as a recognition by City Council that DC had become an outlier both in delinquencies and landlord tenant relationships. It observes the fact that over the course of 2024 and 2025, many affordable projects were put at risk in multifamily developers and landlords were facing foreclosure and otherwise defaulting in their obligations. The Rental Act seeks to change much of that trajectory.
Rob Donahue: We will cover a number of topics over the coming weeks, including [00:01:00] protective orders, pleading technicalities, TOPA, public safety evictions, and the 10 and 30 day notice changes.
Gwen Roy Harrison: The law went into effect much quicker than anticipated, going into effect January 1st, 2026. The court is now underway interpreting and reviewing the statute in real time in courtrooms, in DC Superior Court. So while we are seeing some early results, it's yet to be seen how every aspect of the Rental Act is likely to be interpreted and enforced. Expect future litigation or upcoming, announcements regarding how the Rental Act proceeds over the course of the next year. We look forward to joining you weekly as we break down various aspects of the Rental Act and how it might affect the industry and your properties in particular. Stay tuned.
