Virginia's House Bill fifteen and Senate Bill forty-eight
Sidney Washington: [00:00:00] Welcome back to our Legislative Update series. Today's update covers Virginia's House Bill fifteen and Senate Bill forty-eight, which makes an important change to the non-payment process under the Virginia Residential Landlord and Tenant Act. 
Today's update is a straightforward one, but it will impact every housing provider's non-payment process. Effective July first, twenty twenty-six, the waiting period in a non-payment notice increases from five days to fourteen days. What does this mean? Before a landlord can proceed with filing an unlawful detainer for non-payment of rent, the tenant must now be provided with a fourteen-day pay or quit notice.
The previous five-day notice period will no longer satisfy that statutory requirement. While the change itself is simple, its impact is significant. The practical takeaway is this. Beginning July first, twenty twenty-six, expect longer timelines before filing for non-payment, which will delay you about a week and some change into getting into court.
Please make sure your forms have been updated [00:01:00] accordingly to prevent any non-suits or dismissals resulting in unnecessary delays. If you're using notice templates that reference a five-day pay or quit period, now is the time to revise them. As always, if you have questions about updating your notices or compliance procedures, our team is happy to help.
