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Welcome back to Offit Kurman’s 2026 Legislative Update Series. Gwen Roy-Harrison of the Virginia Landlord Representation 
Team discusses two new Virginia laws, effective July 1, 2026, that impact eviction proceedings and property management 
practices. This installment explores changes to the unlawful detainer process when tenants dispute the amount owed and the 
expanded ability for tenants to raise habitability and maintenance issues as defenses in nonpayment of rent cases. Learn what 
these updates mean for housing providers and why accurate rent ledgers, thorough maintenance records, and coordination 
with legal counsel are more important than ever. Follow the series for practical guidance on navigating legislative changes and 
maintaining compliance.
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