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By Sarah M. Sawyer and Mark Dimenna

In a rare ruling on April 26, 2022, the Circuit Court for Baltimore City granted our Anti-SLAPP Motion to Dismiss in a 
defamation case brought by Joshua Harris, a former Green Party candidate for Mayor of Baltimore, against our clients 
Courtney Fix and Get Your Fix, LLC.

Ms. Fix, who was the owner of a local donut shop, Full Circle Doughnuts, was sued by five different men in three separate 
lawsuits for defamation based on her social media posts that shared the stories of other women and their alleged loathsome 
experiences involving the men who filed suit. While two of the lawsuits were ultimately resolved out of court, the case filed by 
Mr. Harris was dismissed on several grounds, including Anti-SLAPP and Section 230 of the Communications Decency Act.

In granting Ms. Fix’s Motion, the Court found that Mr. Harris brought the case against Ms. Fix in bad faith, his case lacked 
merit, Ms. Fix’s speech was protected under the First Amendment, and Mr. Harris’s status as a public figure, as well as the 
content of Ms. Fix’s speech in the context of the MeToo and Times Up movements, made Ms. Fix’s speech a matter of public 
concern. In making its ruling, the Court noted Mr. Harris’ request that the Court force Ms. Fix to submit to a mental evaluation 
“particularly offensive.”

I was honored to have worked with my colleague Mark Dimenna to secure this outcome for our client.

While Maryland’s Anti-SLAPP law has been on the books since 2004, these matters are rarely before Maryland courts, and 
there is just one reported case analyzing the law. On April 29, 2022, Mr. Harris appealed the Baltimore City Circuit Court’s 
decision, and the case is now pending before the Court of Special Appeals, providing just the second opportunity for 
Maryland’s appellate courts to consider the Anti-SLAPP statute.

Check out the Baltimore Business Journal article on this case here:

Judge dismisses defamation lawsuit against former Full Circle Doughnuts owner

https://www.bizjournals.com/baltimore/news/2022/05/09/defamation-case-dismissed-full-circle-doughnuts.html?cx_testId=40&cx_testVariant=cx_19&cx_artPos=0#cxrecs_s

	Anti-SLAPP and Section 230 Ruling

