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It can’t possibly be illegal to sing “Happy Birthday”... can it? We sing “Happy Birthday” about as often as we mow the lawn, fill
up the car with gas, or go to the grocery store. Until recently, however, we may have been doing so illegally, depending on the
circumstances. It's easy to forget (if one ever was even aware in the first place!) that someone first wrote a tune and that
intellectual property rights might extend to something as basic as “Happy Birthday.” Particularly egregious violations of such
IP rights [note tongue firmly in cheek!] might include summer campfire renditions, or worse, heaven forbid (!), posting a
YouTube video in blatant disregard for such legally protected rights. Fear not! (well, fearless, at least...) As a result of a major
lawsuit involving the copyright’s claimed owner at the time, Warner/Chappell Music, the Happy Birthday tune, written in 1893
by Patty Smith Hill and her sister Mildred J. Hill (originally titled “Good Morning to All”) is now in the “public domain.”

Additionally, after the American Society of Composers, Authors and Publishers (ASCAP) threatened years ago to sue the Girl
Scouts, among others, the American Camp Association (ACA) and ASCAP reached an understanding costing the ACA
thousands of dollars a year to assure legal campfire singing of copyrighted music — the ACA licenses all of ASCAP’s licensed
music for all ACA-accredited camps!

[Legal disclaimer: Posting a video of your little campfire girl performing even an ACA/ASCAP-licensed tune requires its
own special license (available through ASCAP’s Internet Licensing Dept — for a small fee, naturally!). Also, stage production
music is licensed by MTI, an entirely separate entity (with no blanket camp licensing deal in place!).]
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https://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-happy-birthday-lawsuit-settlement-public-domain-20160208-story.html
https://www.acacamps.org/resource-library/membership/stage-production-licensing
https://www.acacamps.org/resource-library/membership/stage-production-licensing
https://www.acacamps.org/resources/music-licensing-camp-know-law
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