Offit| Kurman:

California Medical Corporation
Name Requirements Explained

November 26, 2025
By Michael H. Cohen

California Medical Corporation Name Requirements include strict regulations, restrictions, and guidelines that
determine how a medical corporation, professional medical corporation, or California professional medical
corporation may legally identify itself. These rules define what a corporate name can include, which words are prohibited,
and how the medical board interprets misleading business names for licensed professionals. Understanding these
requirements ensures your medical corporation meets California state law and avoids compliance issues from the start.

This article will comprehensively explain all the rules, restrictions, steps, and best practices you should be aware of when
naming your California medical corporation.

Why California Regulates Medical Corporation Names

California regulates medical corporation names to prevent the public from being misled about who owns, controls, or provides
professional services within a medical business. Medical professionals are authorized to practice medicine under a medical
license. Additionally, corporations are legally recognized as distinct business entities, which leads California law to mandate
truthfulness and precision in all corporate names. The medical board reviews names carefully to ensure they do not imply
unauthorized practice, unearned specialties, or services beyond what California state law allows.

For example, the name of a professional medical corporation cannot imply that someone without a medical license is involved
in providing care. The same applies to clinical social workers, physical therapists, family therapists, or other licensed
professionals in different fields who may not legally operate under certain medical-specific terms. These rules are designed to
uphold patient trust while ensuring the public is not confused about who is responsible for the medical practice.

Core Legal Requirements for Naming a California Medical Corporation

California’s rules for naming a professional medical corporation focus on ensuring accuracy, transparency, and compliance
with the Medical Board’s professional standards. These requirements aim to prevent misleading corporate names, safeguard
patients, and guarantee that only licensed professionals present themselves as providers of medical services. You can avoid
delays in obtaining a compliant and acceptable corporate name from the Secretary of State or the Medical Board of California
by being aware of these regulations early in the formation process.

Required Professional Designators

Your corporate name must include a professional designator, such as those specified by the California Corporations Code and
the California Medical Board’s licensing requirements. These designators include:
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https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displayexpandedbranch.xhtml?tocCode=CORP&division=&title=1.&part=&chapter=&article
https://www.mbc.ca.gov/Licensing/

» “Medical Corporation”
* “A Professional Corporation”

* “M.D., Inc.” or similar corporate designation.

A California medical corporation cannot adopt a corporate name that implies it is a general corporation, limited liability
company, or sole proprietorship. Only the name of the business entity that appears on your articles of incorporation will be
recognized as your legal name, even if your branding uses a different fictitious name or DBA.

Restrictions on Facility-Based Terms
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Certain words, such as “clinic,” “center,” “institute,” “urgent care,” “surgery center,” “pediatric corporation,” or “podiatric
medicine center,” trigger additional licensing requirements. If your medical corporation does not hold the appropriate facility
licenses, using these terms becomes a misleading business name violation.
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Using Physician Names

Medical corporations often include the physician’s name, such as “John Doe Medical Corporation.” This is permitted as long
as:

* The physician is licensed in California.

» The physician is a shareholder of the professional corporation.

» The name does not imply a medical partnership with non-shareholders.

Additionally, note that if ownership changes, California law requires your corporate name to be updated accordingly.

Misleading Business Names and Advertising Restrictions

These restrictions apply equally to business names, fictitious business names, advertising, signage, website content, and all
public records. California prohibits any corporate name that misrepresents:

» A specialty that the medical doctor is not certified in.

» “Best,” “advanced,” or superiority-based claims.

» A broader scope of professional services than the medical license permits.

» A corporate structure that the entity does not actually have.

Fictitious Business Names (DBAs) for Medical Corporations

Medical corporations commonly use a fictitious business name, or DBA. This allows them to market their practice under a
more consumer-friendly or specialty-focused name. However, DBAs must still meet the strict standards set by the Medical
Board of California and cannot mislead the public about the professional services offered or the qualifications of the licensed
physicians involved. Understanding when you need a DBA and how to file one is an essential part of building a compliant
medical business identity.

When a DBA Is Required

A DBA is required whenever a medical corporation operates under a name that differs from the exact legal name listed on its
Articles of Incorporation. This applies to marketing names, branded clinic names, or specialty descriptors that are not part of

the official corporate name. If you promote your medical practice under anything other than the corporate name, you must file
a fictitious business name.
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Filing Requirements

To file a DBA, submit a Fictitious Business Name Statement to the local county government where your primary physical
address is located. After filing, publication in an approved newspaper is required to complete the registration process. The
name must also align with Medical Board rules, meaning it cannot include prohibited terminology, misleading phrases, or
words suggesting facility licensure you do not possess.

Medical Board Rules on DBAs

The Medical Board of California requires physicians to obtain a Fictitious Name Permit when using a DBA to offer medical
services. This ensures that the public understands who is providing care, what their qualifications are, and that the DBA
accurately reflects the medical practice’s scope. Without this permit, using a fictitious business name in advertising, signage,
website content, or public documents is considered noncompliant.

Business Entity Name Rules Under the California Corporations Code

The California Corporations Code outlines how a professional medical corporation must structure its legal name, which
designators it must include, and how closely it must align with the services the business is legally authorized to provide. These
rules apply to checks for business name availability, the reservation process, and limits on using certain words that may
conflict with other registered entities. Ensuring your corporate name meets these standards is essential for forming a valid
business entity and avoiding future compliance issues.

Name Availability Checks

Before filing your articles of incorporation, you must check name availability with the California Secretary of State. The
California Secretary reviews the corporate name for conflicts, similarity to existing business names, and compliance with the
California Corporations Code and style rules.

Name Reservations

California allows name reservations, which help secure your preferred corporate name for a specific period while you complete
the incorporation process. Reservations are useful for preventing others from registering the name you intend to use only.
Court Judgments and Name Conflicts

Court judgments can force a medical corporation to change its name if it infringes on another business entity’s rights.
Occasionally, a corporate name may be challenged based on:

» Trademark disputes

» Unfair competition claims

» Misleading business practices

How to Register a Medical Corporation Name in California

Registering a medical corporation name in California requires careful attention to legal, regulatory, and administrative steps.
Each step helps ensure that your name complies with the Medical Board’s naming standards, the Secretary of State’s
corporate naming rules, and county-level fictitious name requirements. Following these steps in the correct order reduces
delays, prevents rejections, and streamlines your overall incorporation process.

Step 1: Verify Name Compliance With Medical Board Standards

Before filing anything, review your proposed name to confirm it meets all Medical Board rules, including required designators,
specialty restrictions, and limitations on facility-based terminology.
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https://www.sos.ca.gov/administration/regulations/current-regulations/business/business-entity-names
https://www.sos.ca.gov/administration/regulations/current-regulations/business/business-entity-names

Step 2: Check Availability With the Secretary of State

Use the California Secretary of State’s online database to confirm that your corporate name is not already taken or confusingly
similar to another professional corporation or business entity.

Step 3: Reserve the Name

Filing a name reservation protects your chosen corporate name while you finalize your Articles of Incorporation and other
formation documents. This is especially useful if your medical practice is still in the planning phase.

Step 4: File Articles of Incorporation for a Professional Corporation

Your Articles of Incorporation must include the correct corporate designation, business address, registered agent information,
and professional statement required under California law. A misworded or incomplete filing can cause significant delays.

Step 5: Register a DBA (If Needed)

If your public-facing name differs from your legal corporate name, file a fictitious business name with your county and apply for
a Fictitious Name Permit through the Medical Board of California.

Best Practices for Choosing a Compliant Name

A compliant corporate name should accurately reflect your medical practice, align with California law, and avoid triggering
unnecessary licensing requirements. Applying best practices early helps minimize administrative issues, reduce the risk of
misleading advertising claims, and support a smooth incorporation experience.

» Choose a name that reflects your specialty without implying unearned certifications.

» Ensure your name includes an appropriate professional designator, such as “Medical Corporation” or “A Professional
Corporation.”

» Avoid facility-based terms unless you hold the necessary facility licenses.

» Check the Secretary of State’s availability before investing in branding or marketing materials.

» Verify that matching domain names and trademarks are available to avoid future conflicts.

» Confirm that any DBA aligns with Medical Board standards and file a Fictitious Name Permit if required.

» Consider long-term branding and corporate structure to avoid repeated name changes.

Common Mistakes to Avoid When Choosing a Name Under California Law

Many physicians unintentionally choose names that violate California’s professional naming rules, causing delays or
compliance issues later. These mistakes often involve using prohibited terms, implying services outside your license, or
failing to file the proper DBA paperwork. Avoiding these errors will streamline your incorporation process and protect your
medical practice from unnecessary complications with the Medical Board or Secretary of State.

Need a Medical Corporation Name that Complies With California Law?

California’s rules around medical corporation names are extensive, covering professional designators, prohibited terms,
facility-based restrictions, fictitious business name requirements, and corporate naming conflicts. Selecting an appropriate
corporate name safeguards your personal assets, mitigates personal liability risks, and guarantees your business’s legal
recognition under California state law. Contact our team to safeguard your corporate structure, avoid costly mistakes, and
create a compliant, market-ready business name.

FAQ: California Medical Corporation Name Requirements
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Choosing the right corporate name is a key step in forming a California medical corporation, and the state has detailed rules
you must follow. These FAQs break down the essentials so you can avoid compliance issues, delays, or rejected filings. Use
this section as a quick guide while preparing your business name and filings.

What Are the Naming Requirements for a Medical Corporation in California?

The name of your corporation must include the full professional designation (such as “Medical Corporation”) and accurately
reflect the professional services provided. It must not be misleading or imply qualifications you don’t have.

Can | Use Abbreviations or Acronyms in the Name of a Medical Corporation in California?

Yes, you can use approved abbreviations like “Inc.” or “Corp.,” but not abbreviations that hide your profession or misrepresent
your services. The name must still clearly indicate the specific profession involved.

How Long Does It Take to Get a Medical Corporation Name Approved in California?

Name approval typically takes a few business days, depending on the Secretary of State’s processing times. Delays happen if
the name is too similar to an existing business or violates naming rules.

What’s the Significance of a Unique Name for a Medical Corporation in California?

A unique name helps you comply with state law, ensures your business entity is distinguishable on the public record, and
protects you from rejections during filing. It also reduces confusion for patients and medical boards.

Are There Any Naming Restrictions for Medical Corporations in California?

Yes. You cannot use misleading terms, imply specialties without proper licensing, or use prohibited words like “clinic” unless
permitted. The name must follow California Corporations Code and Medical Board guidelines.

How Can | Check if My Medical Corporation Name Is Available in California?

You can search the Secretary of State’s business name database to see if the name is already in use. It must be
distinguishable from existing corporations, LLCs, and professional entities.

Can | Use a Misleading Business Name for My California Medical Corporation?

No. California prohibits misleading business names, including those implying broader services or specialties than you are
licensed to provide. Doing so can result in rejection or disciplinary action from the Medical Board.

How Can | Reserve a Name for My California Medical Corporation?

You can submit a Name Reservation Request to the California Secretary of State. A name can be reserved for 60 days, giving
you time to prepare your filings.
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