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As the holiday season approaches, families gather to reconnect, reflect, and prepare for the year ahead. For many 
households, it is one of the few times when adult children, aging parents, and extended family members are all in the same 
place. While the focus is rightfully on celebration, this period also presents a crucial opportunity to ensure one’s estate 
planning is current, coordinated, and capable of carrying out one’s wishes. It is not uncommon for many families to be 
experiencing events which are integral to estate planning, whether it is a sick family member, a loved one looking at long-term 
care options, or a new baby being welcomed into the family.

In my practice, I routinely see how proper planning can prevent confusion, conflict, and unintended tax consequences down 
the line. The holidays offer a natural opportunity for clients to revisit these issues with clarity and intention.

Why the Holiday Season Matters for Estate Planning

Key Decision-Makers Are Under One Roof
Modern families often live across multiple states or even countries. When everyone gathers during the holidays, clients have a 
rare chance to discuss practical considerations such as:

• Who is best suited to serve as executor or trustee

• Preferences regarding healthcare decisions and end-of-life care

• Expectations surrounding real estate, family businesses, or sentimental personal property

These conversations can be sensitive, but addressing them proactively almost always leads to better outcomes and ensures 
that wishes are being fulfilled.

Life Changes Frequently Go Unaddressed
Over the course of a year, significant life events occur — marriages, divorces, births, deaths, home purchases, new accounts, 
or changes in financial circumstances.

Outdated estate plans are one of the most common, and most avoidable, problems that families face. A holiday-season review 
helps ensure that:

• Wills and trusts reflect current intentions

• Powers of attorney and healthcare directives remain accurate
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• Beneficiary designations on retirement accounts and insurance policies align with the overall plan

• Real estate titling is consistent with estate-planning goals

• Potential Pennsylvania inheritance-tax exposure is properly managed

A Preventative Step Before the New Year
Without fail, the beginning of the year brings emergencies that reveal the absence of planning: an unexpected death, a sudden 
medical event or accident, a property issue, or a dispute among family members.

When documents are outdated — or nonexistent — families can find themselves navigating the court system without clarity or 
guidance. Encouraging clients to update their planning before year-end provides stability during periods of uncertainty.

Key Documents Worth Reviewing Now
A comprehensive year-end estate review should include:

• Last Will & Testament

• Revocable Living Trust (if applicable)

• Financial Power of Attorney

• Healthcare Power of Attorney and Living Will

• HIPAA Authorization

• Beneficiary designations

• Real estate deeds and titling

• Gifting strategies or year-end tax considerations

For Pennsylvania and New Jersey residents, this is also a valuable time to confirm inheritance-tax implications and evaluate 
whether certain planning steps may reduce the overall tax burden for beneficiaries.

Planning as an Act of Care
Estate planning is ultimately a gift to one’s family. It reduces stress, minimizes uncertainty, and ensures that a lifetime of work 
is preserved and transferred in accordance with the client’s wishes.

The holiday season when family, gratitude, and reflection are already front of mind offers a meaningful opportunity for clients 
to take this important step.

A Thoughtful Reminder for Clients
As clients focus on wrapping up the year, now is an ideal time to encourage them to:

• Review and update their estate-planning documents

• Consider whether their planning reflects current circumstances

• Schedule a consultation if their documents are outdated or incomplete

An hour spent reviewing a plan today can prevent months (or years!) of confusion tomorrow.
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