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As a commercial litigator with extensive experience in protecting clients' interests (through applications for temporary restraints 
and emergent relief, I’ve seen firsthand how quickly intellectual property (IP) disputes can escalate and the significant risks 
they pose to businesses. Whether dealing with IP infringement in the franchise industry or defending against claims related to 
employee misappropriation of proprietary information, securing immediate legal protection can often make the difference 
between a company maintaining its competitive edge or suffering irreparable harm. 

This article discusses the benefits of seeking relief through temporary restraints and injunctive relief, along with some effective 
measures businesses can take to avoid these disputes in the first place.

The Need to Protect IP in a Fast -Paced Competitive Business Environment

Intellectual property (IP) has become one of a company’s most valuable assets. Businesses rely on IP to maintain their 
competitive advantage, from patents and trademarks to trade secrets. However, when IP is infringed upon or misused—
whether by competitors or employees—the damage can be swift and irreversible. 

In such cases, taking immediate action in state or federal court by seeking temporary restraints or injunctive relief can be 
critical. These legal remedies help businesses stop ongoing harm while the case is resolved. In addition, businesses can 
proactively take several steps to reduce the risk of IP disputes and avoid costly litigation altogether.

Intellectual property is often the backbone of a company’s identity, growth, and success. Whether it’s a unique product design, 
a trademarked logo, or a trade secret that fuels innovation, IP represents a competitive edge that must be protected. 
Unfortunately, when IP is stolen, misused, or infringed upon, the consequences can be severe, ranging from lost revenue and 
market share to irreparable damage to the company’s reputation.

Fortunately, businesses do not have to wait for a full trial to start protecting their rights. In cases of IP infringement or misuse, 
courts offer remedies like temporary restraints and injunctive relief. These legal tools can provide immediate relief by halting 
harmful activities and preserving the status quo until a final resolution can be reached. In this paper, we’ll take a look deeper at 
the benefits of these remedies and explore steps businesses can take to proactively avoid disputes.
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Legal Remedies for IP Infringement: Temporary Restraints and Injunctive Relief

What are Temporary Restraints and Injunctive Relief?

Most businesses are familiar with injunctive relief in the broad sense, but for the benefit of the uninitiated, temporary restraints 
(referred to as temporary restraining orders, or TROs) and injunctive relief are court-ordered remedies designed to prevent 
further harm in situations where a party’s actions pose a threat to another’s rights. In the context of IP disputes, these 
measures can be used to halt the unauthorized use or misappropriation of a business’s intellectual property before a full trial 
occurs.

Benefits of Temporary Restraints and Injunctive Relief

Immediate Protection for Your IP 
When a company’s intellectual property is under threat, time is of the essence. Temporary restraints or injunctive relief can 
stop the infringing party from continuing their harmful actions immediately, preventing further damage while the legal case is 
being decided.

Preservation of the Status Quo 
These legal tools help preserve the status quo by halting the alleged infringement or misuse. This ensures that the business’s 
IP remains protected and that the defendant cannot profit from the unlawful actions during the ongoing litigation.

Demonstrating Irreparable Harm 
Courts are more likely to grant temporary relief if the plaintiff can demonstrate that the irreparable harm—meaning that simply 
awarding monetary damages won’t fix the situation. IP disputes often meet this standard because of the unique and lasting 
damage that can result from the theft or misuse of proprietary information.

Deterrence 
Injunctive relief provides immediate protection and sends a strong signal to the defendant—and potentially others—that the 
company is serious about enforcing its intellectual property rights. This can deter future misuse and reduce the likelihood of 
ongoing or further infringement.

Strengthening Your Legal Position 
Successfully obtaining an injunction can improve your position in settlement talks. The threat of an injunction often nudges 
parties toward a quicker, more favorable resolution.

Maintaining Competitive Advantage 
Intellectual property is often what sets a company apart from its competitors. Taking swift legal action to protect that IP 
ensures competitors can’t use the stolen or misappropriated information to gain an unfair advantage in the marketplace.

Legal Framework for Temporary Restraints and Injunctive Relief

Whether in federal or state court, the process for securing temporary restraints or injunctive relief follows a similar framework. 
Courts typically evaluate the following factors:

• Likelihood of Success on the Merits: Is there a strong case that the party seeking the injunction will ultimately prevail in 
the litigation?  This is generally easiest to establish when presenting a contractual provision establishing rights to injunctive 
or other equitable relief if IP is compromised.

• Irreparable Harm: Will a party suffer harm that can’t be fixed by financial compensation alone?

• Balance of Equities: Does the harm to the plaintiff outweigh the harm that granting the injunction would cause to the 
defendant?

• Public Interest: Does the granting of the injunction serve the public interest?
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These criteria are used by courts to help ensure that injunctive relief is granted in appropriate circumstances and prevents the 
misuse of valuable intellectual property.

Measures for Litigation Avoidance: Preventing Employee Infringement and Misuse of IP

One of the most critical aspects of litigation is to counsel one’s clients in litigation avoidance.  In other words, what actions or 
precautions can a business take to avoid having to file an expensive application in court?

While seeking legal relief can be essential in some cases, businesses should ideally work to prevent IP disputes before they 
occur.

Below are several practical measures companies can implement to minimize the risk of IP infringement or misuse by 
employees:

Clear IP Agreements 
Ensure all employees, contractors, and collaborators sign comprehensive agreements that clarify IP ownership and include 
non-disclosure (NDA) and non-compete clauses. This establishes clear expectations and prevents unauthorized use or 
sharing of proprietary information.

Regular Training on IP Protection 
Educate employees on the importance of intellectual property and the legal ramifications of misusing company assets. 
Training programs should cover what IP includes and how to safeguard it in day-to-day business operations.    

Implement Strong Access Controls 
Restrict access to sensitive IP based on job roles and responsibilities. Limiting exposure reduces the risk of accidental or 
intentional misuse of proprietary information.

Exit Protocols and Ongoing Obligations 
When employees leave the company, conduct exit interviews to reinforce their post-employment obligations, including the 
return of proprietary information and compliance with any non-compete or non-disclosure agreements.

Monitor IP Use Regularly 
Regular audits and monitoring of how employees use company IP can identify potential issues before they escalate. If 
unauthorized use is detected, immediate corrective action can be taken.

Consistent Enforcement of IP Rights 
It’s crucial to enforce intellectual property rights consistently. If employees or third parties misuse or infringe upon your IP, 
taking swift and decisive action demonstrates that you’re serious about protecting your assets.

Leverage Technology to Protect IP 
Implement digital security measures such as encryption, cloud storage protections, and access controls to safeguard sensitive 
IP from misappropriation. 

Consult Legal Counsel Regularly 
Work with legal counsel to ensure that your employment contracts, non-compete clauses, and NDAs are up-to-date and 
enforceable. A proactive legal review can prevent future disputes from arising.

The Bond Requirement – Another Variable and Significant Cost

While seeking temporary restraints or injunctive relief can offer swift protection against IP infringement, one important 
consideration is the possibility that a court may require the party seeking the injunction to post a bond. This requirement is 
often viewed as a safeguard to protect the defendant from potential harm if it turns out that the injunction was wrongfully 
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granted.

What is a Bond in the Context of Injunctive Relief?

In many cases, when a plaintiff applies for a temporary restraining order (TRO) or preliminary injunction, the court may require 
them to post a bond. The bond is a financial assurance that the defendant will be compensated for any damages they suffer if 
the injunction is later determined to have been improperly granted. The bond amount can vary significantly depending on the 
court's assessment of the case, but it can often be substantial.

Below, we outline some of the key risks and considerations involved with posting a bond in intellectual property disputes:

Potential Risks of Posting a Bond

Financial Burden 
The requirement to post a bond can create a significant financial burden, particularly for smaller businesses or startups. While 
the bond amount is intended to cover any damages the defendant may suffer from the injunction, it represents an upfront cost 
that could be difficult to manage, especially when seeking emergency relief.

Bond May Be Higher Than Expected 
Courts have discretion over the amount of the bond. They may set the bond higher than the plaintiff anticipates in certain 
cases. This can be especially challenging for businesses that are already under financial strain from IP theft or infringement. 
The bond is typically required before the injunction is granted, meaning the plaintiff must have the resources available to post it 
in a timely manner.

Risk of Financial Loss 
Suppose the court ultimately rules in favor of the defendant and determines that the injunction was wrongly granted. In that 
case, the bond posted by the plaintiff may be forfeited to the defendant as compensation for any damages suffered due to the 
injunction. This means that a business could lose a substantial amount of money, even if the injunction were necessary to 
protect its IP in the short term.

No Guarantee of Full Recovery 
Even if the defendant does suffer damages due to a wrongly granted injunction, the bond amount may not fully cover the total 
financial losses. This leaves the defendant potentially under-compensated, creating a risk that they could pursue further legal 
action or claims for additional damages.

Mitigating the Risk of Bond Requirements

While posting a bond is common in many IP litigation cases, there are strategies businesses can employ to reduce the risk or 
financial burden associated with this requirement:

• Negotiate the Bond Amount: In some cases, it may be possible to negotiate the bond amount with the court, especially if the 
defendant is a competitor or party with limited financial resources. Courts sometimes allow for smaller bonds or even waive 
the requirement entirely if the plaintiff can show that the defendant is unlikely to suffer harm.

• Request a Lower Bond: When requesting an injunction, the plaintiff can present evidence showing that the bond amount 
should be minimal. For instance, if the financial damage to the defendant would likely be low or if the plaintiff’s IP is clearly 
valid, the plaintiff can argue for a lower bond amount.

• Seek a Limited or Conditional Injunction: Another potential strategy is to request a more limited or conditional injunction that 
would reduce the possible harm to the defendant and, in turn, lessen the court’s concerns about the bond amount.

• Prepare Financially: Businesses seeking injunctive relief should plan ahead and ensure they have the financial resources 
available to cover the bond, should the court require it. This proactive step can prevent delays in obtaining relief.
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In conclusion, intellectual property is one of the most important assets for any business, and its protection is crucial for 
maintaining a competitive edge. When IP is threatened by infringement or misuse by a current or former employee or 
competitor, seeking relief through temporary restraints and injunctive relief in state or federal court can provide immediate and 
effective protection.  However, seeking injunctive relief through the courts can be costly, involving legal fees, expert witness 
costs, and the potential requirement to post a bond—each carrying its own financial burden and risk. As a business litigator 
with extensive experience in emergent applications (bringing and defending against them), litigation should not be the first line 
of defense. By implementing proactive measures—such as clear agreements, employee training, and robust monitoring 
systems—businesses can reduce the risk of IP disputes and avoid the need for costly legal battles. Access to capable 
attorneys with strong backgrounds in litigation and preventative strategies is essential.
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