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Sarah Sawyer and Russell Berger explain why legal headlines can be misleading and why readers should look beyond 
buzzworthy quotes and incomplete reporting. They emphasize that law is nuanced, depends on procedural history and 
context, and is best understood by reviewing the primary source (the actual case) rather than relying on secondary news 
summaries. They also note that legal outcomes can quickly evolve as parties and lawmakers respond to decisions, so even 
accurate headlines may only reflect a moment in time. Their takeaway: don’t change what you’re doing based on a headline—
dig deeper and consult the appropriate parties.
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