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‘Irreconcilable Differences’ 
States
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Maryland will become a no-fault grounds state for filing for divorce on October 1, 2023. Maryland will be adding irreconcilable 
differences and six (6) month separation to its rule books while also retaining the ground of mutual consent. This eliminates all 
fault grounds for divorce in Maryland.

What does this mean? Well, back in the day, pre-October 1, 2023, one could file for divorce based on a fault ground like 
adultery, desertion, conviction of a felony, insanity, cruelty, or excessively vicious conduct. In the past, to obtain an absolute 
divorce, parties had to live separate and apart before they could even file for divorce. The change permits the court to grant an 
absolute divorce based on the grounds of a six-month separation for those living separately or together. This is in line with the 
law in many other states. Grounds for divorce that had to be proven in the past can still be considered when determining 
issues of custody and/or the division of marital assets.

In the past, many residents of Maryland could not live separately from their spouses for the requested 12-month separation 
period due to limited finances. That is no longer a necessary requirement. This will certainly assist low-income families that 
could not afford to maintain two separate households while waiting to divide their marital assets. And folks no longer have to 
allege that the other spouse has been cruel or has committed adultery to get divorced.

Beginning October 1, 2023, a Marylander may file for divorce on one of the following grounds: 1) irreconcilable difference, 
which has not been defined under the new statute, but one can presume it will include any reason the parties want to obtain a 
divorce; 2) mutual consent, which means the parties have reached and submitted to the court an agreement resolving all 
issues related to the marriage; or 3) six- month separation, which can be during the period with the parties residing in the 
same home.

Maryland is also completely eliminating the ability to file for a limited divorce, where the parties may live apart but remain 
legally married on October 1, 2023.

This change in the law will make it easier for Marylanders to obtain a divorce.
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