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Welcome back to Offit Kurman’s 2026 Legislative Update Series. Gwen Roy-Harrison of the Virginia Landlord Representation 
Team explains a new Virginia law, effective July 1, 2026, that adds qualifying central air conditioning services to the definition 
of essential services under the Virginia Residential Landlord and Tenant Act (VRLTA). This installment explores how the 
change affects housing providers, including potential tenant remedies for AC outages, reasonable repair response times, and 
applicable Virginia Property Maintenance Code requirements. Learn four practical steps property managers can take to 
prepare: update maintenance policies, establish emergency response procedures, document repair efforts, and maintain clear 
communication with residents. Follow the series for practical guidance on legislative changes and landlord compliance.
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