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What should you do if you lost
vital legal documents?
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In the aftermath of the Los Angeles wildfires, recovering vital legal documents is a critical step toward rebuilding your life.
Engaging an attorney can provide invaluable assistance in this process. Attorneys can guide you through the complexities of
replacing essential records, such as property deeds, wills, and identification documents, ensuring that all legal requirements
are met efficiently. They can also help navigate interactions with government agencies and financial institutions, which may be
necessary when re-establishing your legal and financial standing. Moreover, legal professionals can advise on potential claims
or disputes arising from the loss of documents, including issues related to insurance or property ownership. By leveraging their
experience, you can expedite the recovery of your vital records and address any legal challenges that may emerge during this
difficult time.

If your legal documents were destroyed in the Los Angeles, CA, wildfires, you should take immediate steps to replace them.
Here's a guide:
Replace Vital Records

These include documents such as birth certificates, marriage certificates, and death certificates.

» California Department of Public Health (CDPH):
o Visit the Vital Records Office website or contact the Los Angeles County Registrar-Recorder/County Clerk.
o Submit an application for replacements, which may require ID verification.

o Some agencies may waive fees for wildfire victims; check for eligibility.

Replace Identification Documents
 Driver’s License or State ID:

o Visit the California DMV (in person or online).

o Bring proof of identity and residency if available.

o Notify the DMV that the loss resulted from a disaster; they may expedite replacement.
* Passport:

o Complete Form DS-64 (for lost or stolen passports) and Form DS-11 to apply for a replacement.
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o Submit them at an authorized passport acceptance facility.
» Social Security Card:
o Visit the Social Security Administration website or office.

o Provide proof of identity (e.g., a birth certificate or passport).

Replace Property and Financial Documents
* Property Deeds and Titles:
o Contact the Los Angeles County Recorder’s Office to request copies.
o Provide property details, such as the address or parcel number.
* Vehicle Titles:
o Apply for a replacement through the California DMV.
» Financial Records:
o Reach out to your bank, credit union, or mortgage lender to request replacement statements or account information.

o Notify financial institutions of the wildfire impact to explore support options, such as waived fees or payment extensions.

Replace Legal Documents
* Wills and Trusts:
o Contact your attorney for copies or assistance in re-drafting.

o If your attorney's office was also impacted, the State Bar of California may help locate records.

e Court Orders or Divorce Decrees:

o Request copies from the Los Angeles Superior Court where the case was filed.

o You may need to provide identifying information such as case numbers or party names.
» Contracts and Agreements:

o Contact the other party to the agreement for a duplicate.

Contact Insurance Providers
» Notify your homeowners, renters, or auto insurance providers about the loss of documents.

» Request copies of insurance policies or claims-related paperwork.

Leverage Disaster Assistance Resources
« FEMA Assistance:
o FEMA may help replace critical documents for wildfire victims. Apply online or at a disaster recovery center.

« American Red Cross:

o They may provide assistance or guidance in replacing essential documents.

Notify Relevant Agencies

» Alert creditors, utility providers, and other entities if wildfire-related document loss affects your ability to meet obligations or
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./In%20the%20aftermath%20of%20the%20recent%20Los%20Angeles%20wildfires,%20countless%20residents%20face%20the%20daunting%20task%20of%20rebuilding%20their%20lives,%20which%20includes%20the%20critical%20step%20of%20recovering%20vital%20documents%20lost%20to%20the%20flames.%20Essential%20records%20such%20as%20birth%20certificates,%20driver's%20licenses,%20and%20property%20deeds%20are%20indispensable%20for%20accessing%20services,%20verifying%20identity,%20and%20initiating%20insurance%20claims.
https://www.redcross.org/local/california/los-angeles.html?srsltid=AfmBOoq-b_UrfroNkEsoBWujNBHEVAUuVe4elMwOX3b6dvMXw3VlLG-X
https://www.fema.gov/
https://www.lacourt.org/generalinfo/Archives/GI_AR005.aspx

verify identity.

Keep Digital Backups

» Once replacements are obtained, create digital copies of all documents and store them in a secure, cloud-based location to
prevent future loss.

Acting quickly and utilizing available resources will help you rebuild your legal and financial foundation after the wildfires.

Disclaimer: The information provided in this article is for general informational purposes only and is not intended to serve as legal advice. While every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy and relevance of the
information, laws and regulations can vary by jurisdiction and are subject to change. You should not act or rely on any information in this article without consulting a qualified legal professional for specific guidance

tailored to your situation.
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